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During the past year Gulfstream Natural Gas System, L.L.C. has been preparing to extend its 600-mile pipeline system from Central Florida to serve new electric generating facilities near the state’s east coast. Preparation for construction of the 110-mile extension has been ongoing for sometime and is finally scheduled to get underway. 

Gulfstream is committed to completing this process in the most expedient, professional manner possible. This includes keeping you informed with news, updates and other facts related to the construction process. We sincerely appreciate your cooperation and understanding, and we encourage you to contact us anytime with questions at 1-888-GAS-4-FLA. You may also visit our web site at www.gulfstreamgas.com for more information.

Construction ready to get underway 

Gulfstream is extending its existing pipeline approximately 110 miles from Polk County to Florida Power & Light’s Martin power plant in Martin County. Limited construction activity is tentatively scheduled to get underway in Highlands and Okeechobee counties the week of May 24.  That will be followed by limited activity in Martin County the first week of June.

Although the majority of mainline construction isn’t scheduled to get underway until July, Gulfstream will perform limited construction in several areas adjacent to water bodies within Florida’s Water Management Districts beginning in May utilizing a construction technique known as a horizontal directional drill (HDD).

	Construction Schedule
May 2004
Limited HDD construction

July 2004
Mainline construction

September 2004
Meter station construction

Fall 2004
Cleanup and restoration

December 2004
In service


While traditional pipeline construction involves a process known as an “open cut trench,” an HDD allows the construction crew to place limited sections of the pipeline in certain areas without disturbing the surface. This process is especially helpful when traversing sensitive environmental areas, such as rivers or wetlands. Gulfstream has a total of 10 HDDs planned for this phase of construction.

The pipeline project will provide up to 350 million cubic feet of clean-burning natural gas each day to help fuel to Florida Power & Light’s Martin and Manatee power plant expansions. The two expansions are designed to provide service to an additional 400,000 electric customers beginning in mid-2005. Construction is scheduled to be complete in December 2004. 

Construction facts:
( 40 percent of the route (43 miles) is co-located with existing corridors to minimize disturbance of the environment.

( 10 horizontal directional drills will be used to further minimize environmental disturbance.

( Pipeline to be constructed of high-strength steel with protective coatings to aid in prevent corrosion.

( 100 percent of all construction welds will be non-destructively tested.

( Pipeline to be pressure-tested with water to 150% of the Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure of the pipeline before being placed into service.

( Once in service, the pipeline will be monitored electronically 24 hours a day, 365 days a year as well as monitored using low-flying aircraft, vehicle and foot patrols.

Construction contractor selected

Gulfstream recently announced that it has awarded the construction contract for its 110-mile mainline extension to Sheehan Pipe Line Construction Company based in Tulsa, Okla. 

Sheehan Pipe Line Construction Company brings nearly a century of experience in pipeline construction to the Gulfstream project. As one of the nation’s oldest pipeline construction companies, Sheehan has completed more than 23,000 miles of pipe since 1903. 

Gulfstream’s Sebring office will serve as the construction headquarters during the seven-month construction process. For more information about Sheehan, visit their web site at sheehanpipeline.com. 

Pipe construction involves many parts

The number of people and amount of equipment required to build a pipeline surprises many people. Pipeline construction proceeds as a moving assembly line. As one crew completes its work, it moves to a new position down the pipeline route and a new crew moves into the first crew’s position to complete its piece of the construction process. The overall construction process includes the following components:

· Clearing & Grading – The clearing and grading crew removes debris and prepares a level working surface for the heavy equipment that follows.

· Stringing – The pipe lengths typically are 40 to 80 feet long. A stringing crew using specialized trailers will move the pipe from the storage yard to the pipeline right-of-way.

· Trenching – The trenching crew will use a wheel trencher or backhoe to dig the pipe trench. A process known as ‘topsoiling’ is done in cultivated areas to keep the topsoil separate.

· Pipe Bending – The pipe bending crew will use a bending machine to make slight bends in the pipe to account for changes in the pipeline route and to conform to the topography.
· Welding – The pipe gang and a welding crew will be responsible for welding, the process that joins the various sections of pipe together into one continuous length.

· Coating – Line pipe is externally coated to inhibit corrosion by preventing moisture from coming into direct contact with the steel. 

· Lowering In – The welded pipe is lowered into the trench under close coordination and using skilled operators.  

· Backfilling – Once the pipe has been placed in the trench, the trench can be backfilled. This is accomplished with either a backhoe or padding machine depending on the soil makeup.

· Testing – Before the pipeline is put into natural gas service, the entire length of the pipeline is pressure tested using water.

· Restoration – The final step in the construction process is restoring the land as closely as possible to its original condition.

Depending upon the terrain, construction work crews can normally install about 4,000 feet of pipe per day. 




















































