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Gulfstream Natural Gas System, L.L.C. is committed to keeping interested stakeholders informed regarding the progress of our 600-mile pipeline extension. We sincerely appreciate your cooperation and we encourage you to contact us anytime with questions at 1-888-GAS-4-FLA. You may also visit our web site at www.gulfstreamgas.com for more information.

Mainline construction underway; on schedule 

Pipeline construction is well underway on Gulfstream Natural Gas System’s 110-mile mainline extension, which will extend the 600-mile pipeline from Central Florida to the state’s east coast. To date construction is about 30% complete and remains on schedule to be complete by December 2004.

Gulfstream successfully completed all of its 10 horizontal directional drills (HDDs) in August in areas adjacent to water bodies within Florida’s Water Management Districts. While traditional pipeline construction involves a process known as an “open cut trench,” an HDD allows the construction crew to place limited sections of the pipeline in certain areas without disturbing the surface.

	Construction Schedule
May 2004
Limited HDD construction

July 2004
Mainline construction

August 2004
Meter station construction

Fall 2004
Cleanup and restoration

December 2004
In service


Also in August, Gulfstream began transporting pipe from storage areas to the right-of-way, lowering it into the trench and backfilling. Depending upon the terrain, construction work crews can normally install about 4,000 feet of pipe per day. 

Other progress:

· 10 of 10 horizontal directional drills complete.

· Approximately 5% of pipe lowering and backfill complete. 

· The final pipe rolling and coating began earlier this month at Berg Steel in Panama City, Fla.

· Right-of-way clearing is approximately 50% complete. 
· Meter station construction in Martin County is also now underway.
The pipeline project will provide up to 350 million cubic feet of clean-burning natural gas each day to help fuel Florida Power & Light’s Martin and Manatee power plant expansions. The two expansions are designed to provide service to an additional 400,000 electric customers beginning in mid-2005. Construction is scheduled to be complete in December 2004. 

Grant application deadline approaching

Gulfstream is currently accepting applications for the 2004 Gulfstream Environmental & Recreational Trust program, which will distribute $50,000 later this year to assist in the development of unique environmental and/or recreational projects. Applications should be postmarked no later than Sept. 15, 2004.

The Gulfstream Environmental & Recreational Trust program was created in 2000 to distribute at least $350,000 during the first five years of pipeline operations to benefit communities near the pipeline route. 

An Advisory Resource Network consisting of community, philanthropic and environmental experts will meet this fall to determine which projects will receive funding and how the dollars will be distributed. Grants are awarded based on community need, environmental benefit and ability to complete the project as proposed. Applications are available on the Gulfstream web site at www.gulfstreamgas.com.

Last year’s winners included Volunteer Services of Manatee County, Florida Trail Association, SCUBA Scouts, Hardee County Health Department, Heartland Horses & Handicapped, Inc., Martin County Audubon Society, Suncoast Earth Force and Manatee County Audubon Society.

Please submit applications to: Gulfstream Natural Gas System, attention Al Taylor, 1905 Intermodal Circle, Suite 310, Palmetto, Florida 34221
Gulfstream escapes Charley’s wrath

Although Gulfstream pipeline operations escaped Hurricane Charley with minimal physical damage, the communities that the pipeline serves in Central Florida were not so fortunate. To help provide some assistance, Gulfstream is making a $15,000 contribution to the United Way of Central Florida’s Hurricane Charley Relief Fund.

“Although our pipeline and our employees were fortunate, we recognize there are many people out there that experienced losses, “ said Gulfstream Operations Vice President Al Taylor. “We hope that this contribution will provide some level of assistance to the many people out there who are still in need.”
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